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INTERLIBRARY LOANS 


Although it is too early to judge how the new loan pol- 
cy of the National Library of Medicine is working out, the 
igures for October furnish some indications. 

The total number of requests received was 6,082, or 
bout 80% of the level of an average month during the past 
iscal year. This is more than was expected at this stage; 
he number is likely to increase as the months pass. 

Only 437 requests were filled with the loan of the ori- 
inal material, in contrast to the 1,537 average of previous 
onths. Photoduplicates in lieu of the original material 
ere sent out to fill 3,816 requests. Of these, 1,067 went 
o libraries in the metropolitan Washington area; 1,953 went 
o libraries elsewhere in the continental United States and 
96 were sent to libraries abroad (239 to APO addresses). 
he remainder is accounted for by requests for unavailable 
tems and rejected requests. Among the unavailables only 
e-fifth were on the basis of “already on loan" while the 
verage for last year was one-third. There were 675 requests 
hich were rejected, most of them (363) on the basis of hav- 
ng come from individuals rather than from libraries or be- 
use they were prepaid copying orders (166). Others were 
ejected because of incorrect or incomplete references or 
ecause the items requested were out of scope or available 
ocally. 

In addition to requests for items to be supplied under 
ihe new policy, the Library filled 732 requests accompanied 
y coupons, which are still being honored but no longer be- 
mg sold. 


REPORT ON INTERNSHIPS 


The internship program at the National Library of Medi- 
une, begun in September, has now passed the first phase. 
iss Vivian M. Buggs, Miss Ann N. Curtis, and Mr. William 
ledman completed a period of work in the Acquisition Divi- 
#0n in November and moved on to the Catalog Division, where 
e of their first tasks involved them in preparation of the 
nual published Catalog. 
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Along with six other selected staff members the interns 
have visited the Library of Congress and the Library of the 
Department of Agriculture; they attended sessions of the An- 
nual Scientific Assembly sponsored by the Medical Society of 
the District of Columbia. They have also participated in 
three seminars, on problems of scope and coverage, library 
mechanization, and management principles. The seminar pro- 
gram and visits to other libraries will be continued during 
the coming months, as will the interns' participation ina 
course of study in the Russian language, begun in September. 


AMERICANA 


The cataloging of Americana is now proceeding at a fast- 
er pace in the History of Medicine Division, and _ hand in 
hand with this activity goes the examination of each item 
for scope. New items for addition to the Americana collec- 
tion are now so difficult to find that to decrease the col- 
lection by a single volume causes real sorrow; nevertheless, 
when a non-medical title such as Macomb's A treatise on mar- 
tial law and courts-martial, Charleston (S. C.), 1809, turns 





up, it is withdrawn. These out-of-scope Americana are kept | 


as a special group in the hope of sometime exchanging them 
for medical titles. 


Even more bitter than the withdrawal of Americana has 
been the recent discovery that one of the Library's books, 
thought to be an unique Americanum, has been flying under 
false colors. As part of a current microprint project the 
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American Antiquarian Society asked for a film copy of Benja- | 


min Rush's Directions for preserving the health of soldiers 
[Philadelphia, 1777]. The Evans listing of this title (no. 





16065) locates only one copy, in the National Library of | 
Medicine. This book, once supposed to be a 1777 imprint and | 


so recorded in the Index-Catalogue, has now been found to be 





only part of another work -- a treatise by Edward Cutbush, © 


printed in 1808, from which it must have been detached long 
ago and later listed separately. 


FOR SALE 


It is reported that the Government Printing Office has 
sold 621 copies of the National Library of Medicine Classi- 
fication, 2d ed., 1956. There are 415 copies remaining in 
stock; the price is $2 per copy. 


During the month of October 505 copies of Bibliography 
of Medical Reviews (volume 2) were sold, for a total of 866 
at the end of that month. There are 634 copies remaining in 
stock. The price of this publication is 60 cents per copy. 
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THE ALEXANDER MONROS OF EDINBURGH 


The current exhibit at the National Library of Medicine 
deals with the Monros of Edinburgh and their influence on 
the first two schools of medicine in the United States, at 
Philadelphia College and at King's College in New York. 

Alexander Monro primus, the founder of the great school 
of medicine at the University of Edinburgh, brought from the 
University of Leyden where he had received his training un- 
der Boerhaave the then unique pattern among British institu- 
tions of a medical faculty within a university. Students 
flocked to Edinburgh, especially from the American colonies. 
There they came under the influence not only of Monro primus 
but also of his brilliant son, Alexander Monro secundus. 


Three generations of Monros held the chair of anatomy and 


surgery in Edinburgh for an unbroken period of 126 years. 
The grand total of students taught by them was 14,000. 

The founders of the first medical schools in the United 
States, John Morgan and William Shippen in Philadelphia, and 
Samuel Bard in New York, carried the teachings and structure 
of the Edinburgh school to this country. Their colleagues 
and immediate successors were all Edinburgh men: Benjamin 
Rush; Adam Cuhn; Philip Syng Physick; Caspar Wistar; John 
Jones; Peter Middleton. 

Worthy of special note among the items exhibited to il- 
lustrate the close-knit ties between the European and Ameri- 
can institutions is a manuscript notebook kept by John Red- 
man of Philadelphia. Redman was the medical preceptor of 
Benjamin Rush and John Morgan before they themselves set off 
for Edinburgh. Redman's spidery notes comprise a verbatim 
report of lectures on anatomy by Monro primus during the 
year 1746, when Redman was an Edinburgh student. 

Mrs. Justine Randers-Pehrson of the Catalog Division 
planned and prepared the exhibit, which will remain on dis- 
play through January, 1958. 


SOUTH ASIA CONFERENCE 


A Conference on American Library Resources on Southern 
Asia was held at the Library of Congress on November 20-22. 
Horace I. Poleman and Cecil Hobbs, of LC's Orientalia Divi- 
sion, served as Chairman and Secretary, respectively. About 
eighty delegates, both librarians and university professors, 
participated in the deliberations. 

The Conference was concerned with the improvement of 
American library collections on Southern Asia and dealt with 
problems of improving bibliographical aids, coordinating ac- 
quisition policies, developing methods for cooperative pro- 
Curement of materials, and reviewing transliteration and 
cataloging difficulties. 
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Dr. Frank B. Rogers represented the National Library of 
Medicine at the Conference. A review of NLM activity in thi 
area shows that 304 serial titles from south and southeagg 
Asia countries are currently being received in the Library 


WILDLIFE IN THE LIBRARY 


The National Library of Medicine has in the past beg 
unwilling host to bats, pigeons, cockroaches. Recently@ 
new incursion has been apparent. With the onset of colder 
weather rats came up through holes in the floor of the eage 
basement stacks and began sampling the flavor of the starch 
filled bindings of the folio and foreign thesis collectiong, 
When exterminators were called in to plug the holes, it wag 
found that the plugging sticks went through the holes ang 
encountered remnants of the old Tiber Creek under the builé& 
ing. This famous Washington creek flowed from near the Em 
ecutive Mansion toward the Capitol and along Canal Street 
until it emptied into the Anacostia River. Legend has it 
that during the War of 1812 Dolly Madison was prepared ‘to 
flee the city with the Presidential treasures . via the Tiber 
Creek bed. 

The interesting historical connections notwithstanding, 
the Library proposes to rid its premises of the rats and 
their ravages as quickly as possible. 


RECENT ACQUISITIONS 


Hippocratica: 
Jean Divry, Scrinium medicine, Paris, 1579 
Girolamo Brasavola, In aphorismum [. Hippocratis exposi 
tio, Ferrara, 1594 








Other 16th century items: 

Dioscorides, De materia medica, Florence, 1518. (This is 
the first edition of the Latin translation by Marcellus 
Virgilius.) 

Argenterius, Varia opera de re medica, Florence, 1550 

Galen, L'oeuvre ... des choses nutritives, Paris, 1552 

Massaria, De ponderibus et mensuris medicinalibus, Zlrich, 
1584 











Americana: 
Benjamin Rush, Enquiry into the effects of spirituous li- 
quors upon the human body, Philadelphia, 1791 
Erasmus Darwin, Zoonomia, Boston, 1809 [2 v.]. (This re 
places NLM's incomplete set.) 








Use of funds for printing this publication approved by the 
Director of the Bureau of the Budget, March 22, 1957 











